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Every day, about 370 million children worldwide benefit from national school feeding programmes.
Sometimes it's breakfast; sometimes it's lunch and sometimes it's both. But whatever the meal, school
feeding schemes are a nutritional lifeline for these éhildren.

It’s been proved repeatedly that being fed at school improves children’s attendance and their academic
performance. In Kenya, a breakfast programme increased school participation by 8.5% in a randomized
control trial of 25 pre-schools. School feeding schemes are also helping to greatly improve girls’ access to
primary education.

The African Union Commission* has recognised how important school meals are. In recent years, it's
added another leg to this: pushing the idea that the schemes should be “home grown”. This means that the
food for these meals should be sourced from local farmers. Getting local farmers involved in school feeding
schemes has the potential to boost individuals’ livelihoods and revitalise rural economies in Africa.

Small-scale farmers — those who cultivate five or fewer acres of land — in Africa struggle to make
ends meet. On their small plots they produce about 80% of the food that’s consumed in Africa. Yet, most Live
in poverty. One of the biggest problems they face is getting their produce to market. Main market centres
tend to be far away from rural areas and transport is not even, given the poor state of infrastructure. As
such, small-scale farmers have no choice but to rely on middlemen who tend to buy from them at lower
prices than they'd earn at the markets themselves.

It’s this reality that's prompted the African Union and others to call for governments to stock their
school feeding programmes with locally grown produce.

Such initiatives make sense on a number of levels. Governments save money since the food doesn’t
have to be transported for long distances. School children benefit from familiar, locally grown nutritious
food. And the farmers themselves can use their earnings to support their families or even reinvest into their

farming businesses.
* The African Union Commission: 77 U Z#E&EZEES (African Union DO—if k)
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